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independent command. Irascible, domineering
to his subordinates, and insolent to all others
he was brought in contact with, he was entirely
devoid of judgment or discretion. Twenty years
later, when he became better known, Walpole
wrote of his ' brutal manners/ and Horace Mann
nicknamed him c II Furibondo.' There could not
have been a worse selection for the work in hand.

The desire of the Directors was that the squad-
ron should, before going to Bombay, proceed to
St. Augustine's Bay and St. Mary's. Thence,
that a ship should be detached to Bourbon,
where it was supposed a new pirate settlement
was being formed; after which, they wished the
squadron to proceed to the mouth of the Eed Sea,
where pirates would in all probability be found
waiting for the Indian ships in July and August.
But Matthews had views of his own, and was not
much concerned with the wishes of the Directors,
who had designs of opening up trade with Mada-
gascar, and, as a preliminary step, desired to see
the pirate settlements rooted out.

In February, 1721, the squadron sailed from
Spithead, with orders to rendezvous at St.
Augustine's Bay. Soon after leaving the Channel,